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rous Esc AES from Juſtice, and his Auouns 


with ſeveral Ladies. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
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HE Records of the Old Bailey can ſcarſe 
produce an inſtance of any unhapy perſon 
hoever took ſo mnch pains to bring himſelſ to 
is moſt unbappy ſituation. as the perfon at pre- 
Int under conſideration, not only by his commit 
ent of theſe offenees which have been the cauſe 
it, but by a miſtaken vanity, in boaſting of 
ole very actions. which every honeſt heart muſt 
udder at the relation of, and every vicious mind 
>mble at the reward of ſuch iniquitous proceed- 
TS. a 
From his want of conduct, as well as honeſty, 
becamed the conſtant prey of a ſet of miſcreants 
oſe whole exiſtence is ſuported by thoſe un 
ppy perſons who have had the misfortune to 
ay from the paths of virtue and honeſty; and as 
had heen a long time marked down by them for 
od Money, he was fure to be Jaid hold of upon 
y occaſion that ſcemed in any manner to cor- 
pond with the deſccription of the theif. This 
verified by the number of charges alledged a- 
nſt him, and of which he as often exculpated 
elf, not only from a want of ſufficient evi- 


dence 


5 


W Us 
dence, but from the confeſſions of thoſe who have 
been afterward convicted of other offences. 

As in the courſe of theſe memoirs we have had 
occaſion to draw a parallel between the offences 
of Sixteen-ſtaing Jack and the accumulated guilt 
of others, we connot help obſerving that though 
his charges are many, yet compared with thoſe of 
a blacker dye, who have received mercy, we can. 
not help wiſhing, that chis onoe happy yonng 
man might receive ſome propotion of that hes. 
ven-like attribute, and be endowed with grace 
ſufficient to become a uſefnl member of the con- 
munity. 

As ſome extenuation of his other crimes, we 
beg leave to obſerve, that he never was charge 
with the epithet of being a midnight burghlar , nc 
that of an inhuman and daſtardly footpad, wh 
lays wait for the unwary paſſenger, not only i 
plunder him of his property, but ſometimes of 
life. and under colour of the night eſcapes wi 
impunity. One inſtance of this as it is recentl 
our memory, we have thought proper to give 
fucciuct account off at the concluſion of th 
Pages; 

We cannot here help obſerving how theſe 1 
happy people procecd from one vice to anotl 
till, at length it becomes fo habitual to them, f 
robbitig another of his propety, is looked ut 
by them, as only taſting what is given for the 
of all; and murder, in oppoſition to their de 
dations, they perſuade themſelves, is only 
dctence, e 


— 
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We ſhall ceaſe to wonder how minds can grow 
ſo depraved, when we are 1vformed, that it is the 
conſtant maxim of thoſe worſt of wretches, the 
Receivers of Stolen Goods: Of this young Cox 
was a fatal example, who by following the ill ad- 
vice of an infamous wretch, followed his practiſeſ 
for ſome years, and then after robbing him (Cox) 
hanged him . This fellow is an humble imita- 
tion of the late Dick Swift, of notorious memory 
but not poſſeſſed of either his Learning or Diſcre- 


tion. | 
See Claxton's evidence againſ: Cox, at the Old Bailey 
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LIFE, TRIAL and ROBBERIES 
OF 


Fohn Rann, alias 8 ixteen-/luing Jack 


2 IRR *OHN RANN, (the unfortunate 
ey << ſubjeR of theſe pages} was born at a 
Wh. 4 pi village within a few miles of the city 
MX. Ke of Bath; the lon of poor, but ho- 
REES 3Z3 neſt and induſterous parents, and for 
the few firſt years (after he was able to do any 
thing for his own ſupport) he ſubſiſted in part by 
vending goods, which he drove round the city and 
adjacent country on an aſs. 

About the ſame time that he had attained to the 
twelfth year of his age, a lady of diſtinction, who 
happened to be at Bath for the benefit of the wa- 
ters, took him under her protection, and from the 
readineſs hc evinced to obey the commands of his 


ſuperiors, he ſoon became the favorite both of his 
miſtreſs and fellow ſervants, 


% 


„„ 
The firſt account we have of him, as endeavor- 
ing to obtain an honeſt living in London, is that 
of his being a belper in the ſtables, at Brooke's 
mews where he bore a general charatter for ho- 
neſty and induſtry, and was univerſally well ſpo- 
ken of by his fellow ſervants, | 

He was particular unfortunate in the want of 
education, having never been tanght either to read 
or write; but if he had made a proper uſe of the 
opportunities that have been offered him of living 
creditable in the worid, the occaſion of writin 
this melaneholy hiflory would have been ſuperſe- 


He became the driver of a poſt-chaiſe ;- and be- 
ing ot hight weight, and very ſkilful, he met with 
th: general approbatiou of the gentleman whom 
he nad the honour to lerve, 

His next ſtaition was that of a ſervant to an of- 
ficer ; and in this rank of like; he behaved with 
a degree of prudence and diſcretion, which gained 
him the applauſe of his maſter and all his acquain- 

tance | | 
Before his character was tainted, he ſerved a 

noble Duke, in the quality of coachman; and it 
is ſaid that he has been allo ſervant to the Pre- 
mier, and to a noble Farl, to whoſe undue influ. 
ence half the misfortunes of this wretched count 

(if the ſuppoſed patriots may be credited) are ſaid. 
tO be o ing, wh 

About tour years ago, he was coachman to a 
man of fortune not an hundred miles from Port- 


man ſquare.—In this ſtation he was a favorite; 


and . 


1 


and, if our information be right, much too great 
a favorite. His maſter uſed to allow him money 
to dreſs in a way far above his rank; permitted 
him to wear ſilk ſtockings, and gave him filk bree. 
ches with eight ſtrings to each knee, from which 
he acquired, and has ſince much boaſted of, the 
name of Sixteen-Strings Jack. It is irkſome to 
ſay what might be ſaid on this occaſion, but a miſs 
Smith, with whom this unhappy wretch has ſince 
lived, has been heard to ſay, tnat he was not a 
Woman Lover, 

The firſt account we have of the diſhoneſt part 
of this man's life, is of his having been a pick- 
pocket, the aſſociate of William Clayton and of 
John ſones.—He was ally an accomplice in this 
way with one John Colledge. a boy who has ac- 

uired the name of Eight Strings Jack. 

This unfortunate offender is got more than 
twenty-five years of age; rather under the middle 
fize; of a florid complexion, and open, honeſt 
looking countenance. He wears his own hair, of 
a light brown colour. which combs over his fore- 
head; and upon the whole, his appearance is ſuoh 
as would rather prepoliels a ſtranger in his fa- 
vour. 

Among the leveral Robberies ſaid to be commit- 
ted by Sixteen-ſtring Jack and his aſſociates, ſoon 
after their releale, the following are ſaid to be 
ſome of the moſt particular: One Timguard, 
Collier and he. three days after their combination, 


went towards Hounſlow-Heath, where they ſtopt 
a 


a poſt-chaiſe, in which was—— James elq, and 


another gentleman, whom they robbed of their 
gold watches and twenty pounds in caſh, with 
which they made a ſafe retreat. 

Their next exploit was near Highgate, where 
they attacked two graziers who had been at Smith» 
field, in the duſk of the evening; but the graziers 
being well mounted, they made ſome reſiſtance, 
and a ſtrong ſcuffle enſued ; but Rann gaining a 
conſiderable advantage over one of them, the o- 
ther was * to ſubmit; however their boo- 
ty fell very ſhort of their expectation, confifting 
only of two 201. bank-notes, and between 6 and 


71. in caſh, and then jocoſely wiſhed them a good 


ourney, | 
The fame night they ſtopt a poſt-chaiſe on therr 
return, at Holloway, with two gentlemen, Tim- 
guard and Collier went up to the windows while 
Rann ſlop the poſt-boy here they made a booty 
of only one guinea and four ſhillings, which filver 
they generouſly returned, and ſo concluded their 
bulineſs for that evening, and retired, each man 
with his proportion of the plunder to his favorite 
Dulcinea | 1 
It is generally ſaid, that Rann has been tried 
twelve or fourteen times; but this is not true 
He has been indicted at the Old Bailey only three 
times, before this laſt trial for the robbery of Dr. 
Bell, which has ended ſo fatally for the offender. 
his trials were firſt, for robbing the Queen's 
poſtilion ; feconddy, with Sheppard, as in the ac- 
| 8888 ks 


* 
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count hereunto annexed ; and thirdly, for roh. 
bing Mr. Dall of his watch. as like wi 8 mention. 
ed in this pamphlet. 

At the Seſſions held at the Old Bailey. John 
Rann, William Clayton. and Robert Shephard 
were indicted for aſſaulting William Somers on 

the highway, putting him in coporal fear and 
danger of his life and robbing him of four fil. 
lings— They were all acquited. 

They were a ſecond time indicted for aſſau 
Charles Langford on the highway, ana with; 10g 
him of twenty-one thilling and were agu | 
 acquited, 

Then Clayton and Shephard were indicted for 
a felony, in ſtealing two pair of livery breeches 
and a hat, the property of Samuel Pechell, elg; --- 
and where both acquited. 

And laſtly, Robert Shephard was ndicteed for 
ſtealing lome worſted ſtockings and other articles 
of wearing apparel, out of the Duke of Manchel, 
ter's ſtables —the property of Robert Nicholls: — 
Mr. Nicholis, who is coachman to Miſs Bennet, 
near Oxford Chapel, depoſed to the loſs of the 
articlesabovementioned and the Priſoner was con- 
victed to be tranſported; by which Rann loſt the 
company of one of his aſſociates 

It may not be improper, for the ſake of ſuch of 
the riſing generation as may peruſe this narrative, 
to repeat the old remark. that, Honeſty is the 
beſt Policy.” How happily might a lad fationnd 
as Rann has been, have lived! With how much 
credit to himſelf, and lausfacllon to thoſe who 

 kney 


Lngrared jor the Ladys Magatime. 
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{new him, might he have paſſed through life, if 
he had never permitted his ſteps to have ſought 
the paths of iniquity ! There is ſo much more eaſe 
as well as ſatis faction in doing our duty, than in 
acting contrary to it, that one would be tempted 
to wonder, if experience did not ſhew the contra- 
ry. that any man ſhould fail to be, VieTuovs 
rok VIRTUES SAKE... _ : 5 81 oy 
On Saturday the 21ſt. of May laſt, about nine 
o'clock at night, Rann ſtopped John Devall, eſq. 
near the nine mile ſtane on the Hounſlow road, 
and robbed him of his money and a filver watch. 
He was at that time engaged in an amoraus inter- 
courſe with Eleanor Roche, to whoſe lodgings 
he came about an hour after the above robbery, 
and give her the watch and five gaineas. The 
watch was offered to Mr. Hallam, by Katherine 
Smith, who being queſtioned as to the manner of 
her becoming poſſeſſed of it. acknowledged that 
the was commiſſioned to diſpoſe of it by Miſs 
Roche, A warrant was then obtained, by virtue 
of which, theſe ladies were apprehended, and ta- 
ken before Sampſon Wright Eſq. When infor- 
wn wi in writing were taken from them reſpect- 
Wwely... | 

On Monday the goth of May, Rann was ap- 
prehended, and on the Wedneſday following put 
to the bar of the public-office in Bow ſtreet ; the 
watch was produced aud ſworn to, both by the 
Maker and Mr. Devgll, the owner, who. however 
would not poſitively ſwear to the identity of 
Rann, but ſaid, that from his appearance and 
B 2 


L 12 } 
manner, he believed him to be the man who rob- 
bed him. | 
Miss Roche was now called, and though ſhe had 
upon her examination before Juſtice Wright, po- 
fitively ſworn that ſhe received the watch from 
Rann, ſhe now diſallowed every ſyllable contain- 
ed in her information on oath, and pleaded very 
hard to be excuſed ſaying any thing againſt the pri- 
| ſoner, to whom ſhe declared herſelſ to be a perfect 
; ſtronger. There ſeemed to be a mixture of real 
concern and ridiculous affectation in the behaviour 
| of Miſs Roche : for being aſked if ſhe knew Rann 
| in a ſcarcely andible voice, ſhe anſwered in the 
| 


% negative; and could not be prevailed on, for a 
| long time to caſt her eyes towards the bar; at laſt, 
after being indulged with a tumbler of water, and 
| allowed a few minutes to collect her ſpirits, ſhe 
: very attentively fixed her eyes upon our hero, and 
then firmly perſiſted in the * aan of not ha- 
ving the leaſt knowledge of his perſon, at the fame 
time alledging, that the abrupt manner of the 
peace officers coming into her apartment, threw 
her into ſuch extreme confuſion, that without re 
thought or deſign ſhe acknowledged received the | 
watch from Rann, whoſe name ſhe pitched upon 
by mere accident. She ſaid that when ſhe perfiſted Vit 
in het charge againſt him on her examination be- 
fore Juſtice Wright, ſhe was diveſted of reaſon; ir, 
and begged to revoke" the whole of her diſpoſizon at. 
which ſhe declared to be falſe in every inſtance. Mad 
This tale was neither invented nor executed with ul. 
nfficient art to elude the penetration of the Mag, we 
R aate 


— — — 
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trates, who ordered Miſs Roche behind the bar, 
o anſwer the charge of receiving the watch. the 
property of Mr, Devall, from Rann, knowing the 
ame to be ſtolen. ER. 
Miſs Smith was now ſworn, and ſhe depoſed, 
hat on the day of Mrs Devall's robbery. Miſs 
Roche informed her that ſhe expected Rann in 
he evening to bring her ſome money, that he ac- 
Wordingly came about ten at night, and retired. 
ith Roche for about half an hour; and that ſoon 
after his departure, ſhe confeſſed having received 
watch and 5 Guineas from him, ſaying, that he 
dad that evening taken them from a Gentleman, 
n the highway ; and that ſhe carried the watch 
o Mr. Hallam, at the deſire of Miſs Roche, 
Sir John Fielding aſked Rann if he had any 
hing to offer in extenuation of the charge alledg- 
d againſt him, Rann replied, —* I know no more 
of the charge than you do, nor half ſo much nei- 
her. Mr, Devall, and Mr. Hallam were then 
bound over to proſecute Rann as the Principat, 
nd Miſs Roche as an accomplice. after the fact 
rere committed; and Miſs Smith was bound to 
pvc evidence againſt them both. 
Rann, when he came into the office behaved 
vith a greater ſhare of audacity than we ever re- 
nember obſerving in any other perſon in the like 
ircumſtances; his irons were tied up and deco- 
ated with ſixteen yards of blue ribbons, and he 
dad a noſegay of flowers in the boſom of his coat 
ull as large as a common birch broom, His an- 
wers to the quellions alked him, were rather cal- 
| . _ culated” 


„ 
culators to convince the auditors that he poſſeſſed 
a matchleſs ſhare of effrontery, than to invalidat, 
the charges brought againſt : In ſhort his beha. 
viour during his whole examination was deſerving 
the ſevereſt reprehenfiion. A ſhocking affectation 
of appearing gay in circunfſtances the moſt dread. 
ful; and in a firiking manner marks that imprudent 
degree of depravity by which low minds are fre. 
quently to be diſtinguiſhed. 7 

At the July ſeſſions held at the Old Bailey, iu 
1774. John Ran and Katherine Smith were in. 
dicted; he for aſſaulting John Devall on the high. 
way, putting him in fear. and robbing him of i 
watch valucd 10l. and ſeven guineas in money; 
and ſhe for receiving the ſaid watch knowing it to 
be ſtolen. | 25 * | 
"Firſt, Mr. Devall depoſed, that, about nine o'- 
clock at night, on the 21ſt. of May, he was ſtop. 
ped and robbed by two men on horſeback, near 
the nine mile- ſtone, on this fide Hounflow ; that 
he was in a one-horſe chaiſe, and gave one of the 
robbers ſeven guineas, and the other his watch; 
but it was ſo dark he could not diſtinguiſh their 
perſons nor even the colour of the clothes they had 
on; that he ther} advertiſed his watch with a re- 
ward of four guineas, if it was brought to Mr, 
Hallam, the maker. * 

Mr. Hallam junior, depoſed to the watch being 
brought to his father's houſe by Miſs Roche. 

Eleanor Roche depoſed, that being at the houſe 
of the priſoner Smith, fhe ſaid that Jack was 


gone upon the road to get her ſome money, that 
ſhe 


ſhe expected him home at ten o'clock; that he 
came within five minutes after, in a coach, and 
gave Smith five guineas and the watch ; that on. 
the monday night following ſhe was there, when 
Smith had got the watch by her fide :—That Sir 
Johns Fielding's people being ſearching about the 
lodgings, Smiths put the watch into this deponents 
hand; that ſhe (Roche) put the watch into a chair 
and put the cover of chair over it, ſo that it. 
was not obſerved; that ſhe afterwards talked with 
the priſoner. ſaying that ſhe did wrong to give her 
the watch, for ſhe might have come into trouble 
about it; to which Smith anſwered, *Oh! as you 


| © do not live with him, if I had given you fifty 


„watches you could have come to no harm.“ 
That when Rann came home, he had on boots and 
ſpurs ; and that this deponent went afterwards to 
Mr. Hallam. and gave information where the watch 
might be come at. 
' Rann, in his defence, ſaid he was ignorant of 
the robbery ; that he had been acquainted with 
Roach a long time, and that ſhe ſwore againſt him 
through malice, merely of his not taking ber into 
keeping: and likewiſe that he had made her a pre- 
ſent of ſome ſhoes. | 
Roche then owned that a perſon had given her 
ſhoes not long ſince at Epſom, but whether it was 
the priſoner or not ſhe was not poſitive. _. 
Katharine Smith ſaid in her defence that de 
did not receive the watch from Rann, but from 
a perſon whom ſhe met in the Strand, and took 
o a tayern, and not having any money, took di- 


rections 


——— 
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© reQtions to her lodgings, to call for the watch, bu 


did wt e: and that Eleanor Roche had in. 


veigled her maid out of it, with whom ſhe had 


left it in caſe tne gentleman called for it. They 
were both acquited for this fact. 

The molt extraordinarycircumſtance in the con. 
duct of this unhappy young man, is, that he very 
frequently boaſted of his enormities in public 
company made no ſcruple to recite ſome of the 
particulars of his robberies; and even mentioned 
the time when h= thought his carreer would be at 
an end, He uſed often to ſay, I have ſo much 
money left, I ſhall ſpend that, and then I ſhant 
laſt long.” It has been frequent in his mouth that 
he thould be hanged about November; and it is 
not long fince he betted a crowns-worth of punch 
that one ſtring would be ſufficient for him before 
Chriſtmaſs next. | | 

A few days after his acquital, he engaged to ſup 
with Miſs — at her lodgings in Bow-ſtreet, 
but not being punctual to his appointment, the 
lady went to bed ; and about midaight her lover 
arrived, when not being able to get admittance at 
the door, he attempted to get in at the one pair of 
ſtairs window, and having very nearly accompliſh. 
ed his purpoſe, was perceived by the watchman, 


| who took him into cuſtody, 


On Wedneſday the 27th. of June, he was again 
put to the bar of Sir John Fielding's office, when 
Miſs ——— appeared in his behalf, and aſſured 
the bench that he could have no felonious intenti- 


on, as he only attempted to get into her apartment, 
where 


E 


in. | 
ad niere be knew himſelf to be welcome, and would 
ey Wave gained a ready admitance, had ſhe not un - 


ortunately fell aſleep, No other charge being 
brought againſt him, he was diſmiſſed, after be- 
ing echorted by Sir John Fielding, in a very pa- 
thetic manner, to decline the vicious courſes he 
had ſo long purſued, and apply himſelf to ſome 
es Whoneſt, and leſs dangerous and diſgracefull means 
at of obtaining a livelihood, 

One Sunday after this affair, our hero made his 


ch | 
nt ppearance at Bagnigge-wells, elegantly dreſſed in 
at Wh icarlet coat, tambour waiſtcoat, white ſilk ſtock- 


ings laced hat, &c. and publicly declared him- 
ch elf to be a highwayman. Having drank there 

pretty freely, he became extremely quarrelfome, 
and ſeveral ſcufflels enſued, in one of which he loſt 
a ring from his finger, and diſcovering his loſs, he 


| 
: ſaid it was only a hundred guineas gone, and that 
e None evenings Work would replace it. He became 
- at length ſo extremely troubleſome, that part © 

he company agreed to turn him out of the houſe, 
f but they met with ſo obſtinate a reſtiance that they 


were obliged to give up their deſign; when a num- 
ber of young fellows poſſeſſed of more ſpirit than 
diſcretion, attacked him and actually forced hin 
through the window into the road. His min- 
leemed more hurt than his body by this treatment, 
for he exclaimed bitterly againſt the frequenters of 
gelen for the indignity they Hal ſhewn 


5 _ od mn woes 


to a gofitlemen of his character. 
Some time after he was arreſted for thirty-three 


pounds, and not being able to pay the debt, or 
C give 


EE 


give bail, he wes committed to the Marihalſea pri- 
ſon. In this fituation he was viſited by a great 
number of girls of the town, and by many young 
fellows of ſupicious characters his debt was ſoon 
id and he was releaſed. —lt is ſuppoſed he o 
is diſcharge to the intervention of his male friends 
only. f 

Some time ago Rann and two of his compani- 
ons, were at a public houſe ncar Totenham- court 
Road, when two ſhoriffs-officers who had a writ 
againſt him, entered the room, and arreſted him. 
As he had not money enough to pay the debt, he 
depoſited his watch, worth ten guineas, and his 
two companions advanced three guineas, which 
together made more than the debt; and as a ba- 
lance, the watch was to be redeemed and returned 
to Rann ; he ſaid if the Bailiff would lend him five 
ſhillings, he would treat him with a crowns-worth 
of punch ; this being complied with, the liquor 
was Called for, during the drinking, he told the 
officer he did notuſehimlikea gentleman. **When 
Sir John Fielding's people come after me (ſaid he) 
they uſe me genteely ; they only hold up a finger, 
—beckon me,—and I follow them as quietly as a 
lamb. 

This affair being ſettled, and the officers gone 
Rann and his companions mounted their horſes 
rode of, but our hero returned in an hour or two 
5 cm at the turnpike, and aſked the toll-manit 
he had been want *No,” ſaid the man 


What do not you know me?“ No, — Why, 
(ſaid he) I am the famous Sixteen- String Jack, A 
1g: 
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Highwayman—have any of Sir John Fielding's 
people been this way? Oh!] yes, cried the toll- 
man they have Some of them are but juſt gone 
through,” Rann replied. If you ſee them again 
tell them I am gone towards London,” and then 
rode off at his leiſure. It is ſaid that a nobleman 
was robbed near the ſpot, that afternoon, but we 
cannot pretend to ſay that Rann was one of the 
highwaymen, 

At the laſt Barnet races Rann was on the courſe, 
dreſſed like a ſporting peer of the fiſt rank. He 
was diſtinguiſhed by the elegance of his appearance 
(his waillcoat blue ſattin, laced with filver) and 
was followed by hundreds from one fide of the 
courſe to the other, whole looks expreſſed their 
pleaſure and fatisfaction to behold a genius of 
whoſe exploits the world had ſpoken lo freely. 

This circumſtance evidently proves the curions 
diſpoſition of the people of England, who are e- 
qually happy at the fight of a prince, a patriot. or 
a highmayman. It is no matter what the perſon 
, ſo the character be but a diſtinguiſhed one, they 
will be certain of being followed by the mob—and 
if not an object of envy, will moſt certainly become 
an object of admiration. 

The day of the laſt public execution at Tyburn, 
Rann attended the fate of che unhappy culprits, in 
a coach, dreſſed elegantly, and near to the fatal 
tree, he got down, and on going within the ring 
made by the conflables, he deſired that he might 
be permitted to ſtand there that he might have 
4 good view of what paſſed, for (ſays Jack) per- 
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haps it is very proper that I ſhou'd be a ſpeQaig 
on this melancholy occaſion.” 
On Wedneſday the 28th of Septemper, 177, 
John Rann, and William Collier, were examind 
at Sir John Fielding's office in Bow-ſtreet, on (uf. 
2 of their having robbed Dr. William Bell 
Chaplain to her Royal Highnels the princeſs Ame. 
lia, of eighteen-pence in money and his watch, 
the highway, near Ealing, Middleſex. 

The Doctor, in a circumſtantial narrative, 20 
qnainted the Bench, that between three or {yy 
oclock in the afternoon, on Monday the 26h. d 
September, as he was riding near Ealing, two men 
rather of a mean appearance rode paſt him; a 
that he remarked to himſelf that they had a ſulp 
cious look, yet, neither then, nor for ſome tine 
afterwards, had he any idea of being robbed. 4 
about half an hour after three, one of them, wh 
he believed (but would not ſwear) tobe Rann cant 
up to the head of his horſe, and demanded hy 
money: ſaying, Give it me, and take no notie 
or Il blow your brains out.” Mr. Bell then offs 
ed him eighteen-pence, which was all the filver it 
had; but in ſearching for more, the highwayma 
fouud his watch and took it. | 

The ſame evening that this robbery was gommt 
ted, between eight and nine o'clock, Miſs Roch 
(who was kept hy Rann) and her maid, brought. 
watch to pledge with Mr. John Cordy, a Paws 
broker in Oxford-road, who ſuſpecting the hon 
ſty of the people who brought it. ſtopped it, a 


applied to the maker, Mr. Grignion of Ruſſe 
{iro 
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ſtreet, Covent. garden, who informed him that the 
watch belonged to Dr. Bell. 

Mr. Clark, a peace-olficer, depoſed, that on 
going to Miſs Roche's lodgings, on the: Monday 
night, in conlequence of the hints ohtaine4 by 
Mr. Cerdy's ſtopping the watch. be ſound there 
two pair of boots, very wet au A ty, which had 
been worn that day: and Mr. 1.,nburton, ano 
ther Peace-officer, waited at Miſs Roche's lodgings 
till Kann and Collier came thither, in conſequence 
of which tliey were apprehended. | 

It likewiſe appeared on his examination, that 
on the next morning, two horles. were brought 
to Mils Roche's lodgings, on which the priſoners 
were again to have taken a ride, to collect money 
in the All manner; but they were then happily 
in cuſtody: there could be no doubt hut the hor- 
ſes were intended for the ule of Rana and Collier. 
for it was proved that Collier paid for the hire of 
them, though both the priloners perſiſted in de- 
nying their knowing any thing about them. 

Dr. Bell was certain that K inn bore a rung re- 
ſemblance to the man who robbed hi:n, though he 
would not poſſiuveiy ſwear to his indentity. On 
the ſtrength of the above recited evidence. the pri- 
loners were committed to Tothil. fields . 
for further ex iniination on the Wedneſday follow. 
ing; and Miſs Roche was ſent to Clerkenwell-bride- 
well, as the ſuppoſed receiver of Dr. Bell's ſtolen 
watch. The curioſity of the public to lee Rana 
was ſo great, that there was not lels than a thou- 
band people had aflembled in 2ow-ltrect, 

On 
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On Wedncfday the zth. of October, John Rang 
William Collier and Eleanor Roche (together wih 
Chriflian Stewart, Rocke's ſervant girl) were agaif 
brought to Bow-ſtreet, when Dr Bell dupoſc 
3n ſubſtance as he hid done the precceding week 
and poſſitively ſwore that the ſtolen watch was hy 
property. 

Hannah Craggs ſwore to the being preſent 3 
Miſs Roche's lodgings, when the priſoners won 
away together on "horſeback, on the day of the 
robbery. 

Mr. Cordy again proved the ſtopping of Dog 
tor's watch, when it was offered to him in pledgs, 
the ſame evening by Miſs Roche; but the mol 
corroborating evidence was given by Wm. Hills 
(ſervant to the princeſs Amelia) who ſwore to his 
having ſeen John Rann, (who he had long known 
with a companion, aſcending the hill at Acton, j 
bout twenty minutes before Dr. Bell was robbed, 
and this anſwered extremely well to the diſt nc 
from Acton to the place where the robbery wa 
committed. 

At the examination, Chriſtian Stewart behavel 
with great duplicity; pretending at firſt that ſhe 
did not know either of the prifoners, thongh (lit 
afterwards acknowledged that ſhe knew Collier; 
and from hence aroſe a very juſt ſuſpicion that ſhe 
was well acquainted with the parties, and the m. 
ture of their occupation. 

At the preſent ſtrength of evidence was thought 
ſufficient, John Rann and William Collier wer 
committed to Newgate to take their trials for 1 

highway 
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highway robbery; Eleanor Roche to Clerkenwelf 
Bridewell, and Chriſlian Stewart to that of Tothil 
fields, to be tried as acceſſaries after the fact. ; 

In October Seſſions laſt, John Rann and Wm. 
Collier, were indifted at the Old Bailey, for the 
above robbery of Dr. Bell, together with Eleanor 
Roche as an accomplice after the fact, by receiving 
the watch from Rann, knowing it to have been 
ſtolen. Gs. | 

Dr. Bell in his evidence, proved the wateh to 
be his property, and by a chain of concurrent cir- 
cumſtances, brought the charge home to the pri- 
ſoners, except the particular point of ſ wearing po- 
ſtively to their perſons. But the Court clearly 
viewing the fact in a proper light, gave a very ela- 
borate, and pathetic charge to the Jury, which: at 
once diſtinguiſhed their knowledge of the laws, 
and their love of mercy; clearly drawing a line 
between a circumſtantial evidence, and poſitive 

roof. | 
j When the judge had given his charge to the ju- 
ry, they withdrew for forme time, but no proof 
being brought to invalidate the evidence given on 
the trial, they brought in the priſoners Guilty, 
John Rann and William Collier to fuller Death, 
and Eleanor Roche to be tranſported for betng an 
acceſſary after the fact was committed. by receiving 
che ſtolen watch. | 4 

Some favourable circumſtances appearing in Col- 
liers favour during the courſe of his trial, he was 
by the compaſſion of the jury, recommended to 
Court for mercy : and there is more than probable 

| reaſon 
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teaſon to think that Rann would have eſca oed the pu- 
niſhment of his crime this time, had his character 


not have been ſo notorioufly bad, and his name 


ſtanding ſo oſten upon record at the Old Bailey. 

When they were brought into Court, in order 
for trial Rann, behaved with a very careleſs and 
indifferent air, ſeeming entirely regardle's of his 
truly critical and dangerous ſituation, and. which 
all preſent could not behold without the deepeſt 
concern ; his dreſs was entirely new, Green, with 
buckſkin breeches, ruffle ſhirt, and hat bound 
round, with filver ſtnings. _ 

Rann was ſo confident of being acquitted, on 
his laſt trial, that he had ordered a genteel {upper 
to be provided for the entertainment of a number 
of his particular friends and affociates on the joy. 
ful occaſion : Alas! what was the diſappointment 
of the company, when they heard the fate of the 
unhappy wretch---Riot was turned into mournin 
and the madnels of guilty joy, to the ſullen melan- 
choly of equal guilty grief. 

On Tueſday the 26th. of October, 1774, John 
Rann, William Collier, and Eleanor Roche recei- 
ved ſentence at the Old Bailey; the two firſt to 
be executed at Tyburn, and the laſt to be tranſ- 
ported for fourteen years. When Rann had recei- 
ved his ſentence, he ſeemed by no means to be af. 
fected with it, but rather ſeemed to have a ſmile 
on his courtenance, while his other companions 


appeared deeply affected with their crimes as well 
as puniſhment, * 


” | Since 
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Since his Confmement, from the firſt, he has li- 
ved a very and expenſive life; being frequented 1 
by grez: numbers of his acqu intances of both ex- 
es, to whom he always behaves ir that ſame joſcoe 
; minder as he was wont to do when more at large 
| having a number of entertainments, and ſervants 
to wait upon lum. 
But ſince his conviction by means of good ad- 
| vice. and the example of ſome who went to luffer 
before him, he ſeemed entirely track with a pro- 
per ſence of his moſt unhappy ſituation, and there 
is all the reaſon in the world to hope that ſuch a 
reſormation for the better will have the wiſhed-for 


: eff ct in procuring him happineſs in another ſtate 
r | . . . 
which he could not enjoy in this. 
[ 
HIS CHARACTER 
: Was, in general, that of a free and generous 
8 difpoſition; always ready to aſſiſt his affociates or 
a any former acquaintance, who might at ary time 
ſtand in need of fuport; and as he was naturally 


a perſon of great courage and reſolution, he was 
the better enabled to follow thoſe means for the ſu- 
. port of his extravagance, whieh are likely to turn 
ut in the end ſo unhappily for him, his principal 
misfortune was that of being too much given to li- 


. quor, for in thoſe intervals he would not only boaſt 
© of thoſe tranſactions which his (elf preſervation 
IS required him to keep ſecret but quarrel with any 
Il D perſon 
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perſon on the ſlighteſt provocation, We ſhall not 
endeavour to enumerate ihe crime of a poor wretch 
already too much under the hand of affliction, as 
ſome others have done before, by infinuating that 
he was not a Woman's Friend when it is well 
known, that if he had not had more love for them 
than His diſcretion could guide him in, he might 
at this day have been one of the moſt happy of men, 

As his company had been much requeſted by 
many Ladies of eaſy virtue, he made chocie but of 
one for a particular favorite; and. as this Lady's 
memoirs is no ſecret among the fair ones of Co- 
vent Garden, we ſhall make no heſitation in giving 
our readers ſome account of the tranſactions of 
the latter part of this lady's liſe, as related by her- 
ſelf to the following purport. 


SEARS RAI HA HALT RAS AS RAS? 
Memoirs of Miſs SMITH. 


* IS lady received an Education far above 
her circumſtances; and at the age of fourteen 
was put an aprentice to one Mrs. E——, a milliner 
in the city, where ſhe ſoon diſtinguiſhed herfelf by 
her obliging behaviour, and became the favorite of 
all the cuſtomers ſcarce an article was beſpoke, but 
Miſs Smith muſt carry it home; and ſeldom did ſhe- 
perform an office of this kind without being reward- 
ed for her trouble, when ſhe had ſerved about three 

» years 


1 
years of her time. ſhe was noticed by a young weſt 
indian Merchant, diſtinguiſhed by the elegance of 
his perſon, and the gaiety of his manner's he ſoon 
revailed with her to quit her ſervice, and live 
with him; and for more than four months they 
appeared to live in a ſtate of great harmony, but 
the figure of our heroine ſtriking the fancy of a 
wealthy jew, he prevailed on her to quit her lo- 
ver. and take up her abode near St Mary Axe. 

With this lover ſhe continued half a year; but 
quit:ed his embraces for a quiet aſſylum in the 
Temple, in the company of a young Gentleman 
who has ſince come to the poſſeſſion of 20001. per 
Annum, and a ſeat in Parliament during great 
part of the laſt ſeſſions— This was the higheſt 
ſtate of our heroine's exaltation. She was indul- 
ged with a chariot, and had two fervants in livery 
to attend her, ſhe frequented all the places of fa- 
mionable entertainment, and was in many pla- 
ces a favorite toaſt; | : 

This connection ending in couſeqnence of the 
marrige of the young Templer, Miſs Smith was 
taken into keeping by a man in office in the weſt 
end of the town, who allowed two Guineas and 
a half per Week, and a ſervant maid to attend her, 
But this ſervant-maid had poſitive private orders 
to watch all the motions of her miſtreſs, and to 
give her keeper notice of the leaſt deviation from 
the ſtrict rule of conduct which he had enjoined 
her. It is not to be ſupoſed that a connection 
of this kind could continue fong, jelouſy on one 
hide, and an ardent deſire of liberty on the other, 
ſoon broke the chain; 
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At this time our female advent'rer was about 22 

ars of age, and in the height of her beauty 
when a jolly young tar, who had juſt recei. ed 
three years pay, caſt eyes of affection on ber, 
and preva;:ed on her delicacy to favor him with 
her company a his lodgings at Stepney. In this 
elyhum ſhe continued only fix weeks. when he 
fon of Neptune having expended all his caſh aud 
Areatched nis credit to the utmo left his CON!» 
nion to [eek her fortuue and entered again into the 
ſervice of his cou try. 

As ſhe was one day walking in a melancholy 
mood towards Whitechapel, a chariot ſtopt and 
a ſervant was diſpatched to inform her that the 

enileman in the chariot deſired to ſpeak with 
her. She heſitated a little, but went on. The 
enamoured y--uth. however, was not to be diſap- 
pointed: he lett his carriage, and after a few mi- 
nutes converſation prevailed on her to attend him, 
to his houſe on the forelt. The parties ſoon un- 
derſtvod one another, and ſhe continued in this 
ſituation near half a year when the ſudden death 
of her keeper left her once more at large, to ſeek 
her fortune. 

What, or how many more keepers [he had be- 
fore ſhe became the favorite of our hero, we are 
not able to lay. 

She is now in circumſtances that will probably 
induce her to reſlect more ſeriouſly than ſhe has 
ever yet done; and it is ſincerely to be wiſhed 
that a perfect reformation in mind and manners 
may be the conſequei:ce of her reflactions. 

Miſs Smith is at this time, about twenty-fix 
years of age: of a fair complexion, with a mix- 

ture 
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aiziure of red; and rather above the middle ſize 
T,i1GTURFS on the Penal Laws 
The Laws of England for puniſhing Capital 
ern has the ſuport of the ſacred 
cit 25 Hr their Juilification in a great variety of 
ances and fo happily framed is the admira- 
- Code by which this Nation is governed that it 
'-zrcely poſſible Condemnation ſhould take place 
0:1 the moſt poſitive Conviction of Guilt in 
2 accuted party. 
tough onr anceſtors wiſely foreſaw, and pru- 
y provided againit, the Danger of entruſting 
It of an Off-nder to the Diſcretion of any one 
irdividnal by eſtabliſhing that invaluable right of 
a Cr maval's Trial by a jury of Twelve indifferent 
impartial men. entirely unconeRed with, and un- 
ntlucnced by either party; yet to prevent the Se- 
verity of the Law in ſome caſes ſrom being executed 
with to heavy a hand for ſome offences, which 
in themſelves. ſeem to deſerve Lenity, have hu- 
manly ecligated that Heaven like Attribute of 
Merch in the power of the Prince. and which, 
when impartially beſtowed, is the brighteſt Gem 
that can adorn his Crown. 

By whatever means this noble Prerogative has in 
ſome Cafes, hid the appearance of being abuſed 
we ſhall no takeupon us to determine; whether from 
an undiſtinguiſhing Benevolence, or a mean compli- 
ance to the defires of ſome favoured Perſons; but 
ceartain it is, that ſome crimes which heaven has an- 
nouncedpariicular vengeance againſt, have received 
that Clemeney which many have thought ill timed 
while the offences of a {lighter Nature have met with 
what may be called jullice in the extreme Severity. 

However 
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However attrocious the crime of robbing on the 
Highway may at fir!t appear, yet certain it is, there 
are many offences of a much heavier Nature that 
have received Mercy: among thoſe are Murder, 
Burglatics, Forgeries. and murdering Street-Rob. 
bers: Whilſt the Highwayman, in his attack, ex- 
oſes himſelf to many Dangers, commonly for a 
very {mall Booty, and ſeldom or ever behaves ill 
to thoſe, whom frequently his Misfortunes have 
laid him under a Neceſlity of levying Contributi- 
ons from. | 

Such, we apprehend, are more deſerving of 
Royal Favour then a hardened Villaia, who in 
the Dead of Night, ſhall approach the Bed of Soft 
Slumber, and with the moſt execrating Oaths 
threaten deſtruction to thoſe who ſhall oppoſe their 
villainous Inroads : ſuch cannot be ſaid to be to 
ſevearly dealt with, by inflicting the puniſhment 
which Crimes of ſuch an enormous Nature delerve 
that of puniſhment with Death. | 

The next Claſs of Delperadoes, are thoſe who 
ſecretly lay wait for the unguardec paſſenger, and 
with as little proportion of Humanity as Honeſty 
violently aſſail the deſtined Object of their dark 
Defigns, and withthe moſt hardened cruelty, not 
only plunder them for their property, but in caſe 
of ien, often Murder enſuſts, and frequently 
what is near as bad, by maiming and wounding 
the unfortunate Perfons, render then entirely 
ahſerviceable to themſelves, and a Byrthen to 
their Families. 
Too frequently are theſe Accounts corroberated 
by circumſtantial Evidence at the Old Bailey ; and a 
recent inſtance being freſh upon our memory with 
. reſpect 
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reſpect to Lane and 'Trotman, now under Sentence 
of Death for robbing Mr Floyd and M Robinfon 
in a Coach near Chelſea, we ſhall give tern nearly 
in the ſame manenr asthey dilevered in the account 
of the Robbery on the Trial. 

Mr Floyd depoſed, that on Thurſday the 4th of 
Auguſt, as Mr, Robinſon and himfelf were going 
from London to Batterſea in their way, at Knights- 


bridge, the weather turning out bad they got into 


a Coach, and that between Chelſea and Knights- 
brid. e the coach was ſtopt, both doors were opened 
by ' ae thieves at once, and that there appeared to 
bini to be two men; one of them was on his right 
hand, and the other on his Leſt, That the Perſen 
on his Right demanded his Money. and Lane who 
was on his Left' without ſaying one Word, -drew 
a knife and cut his coat and fhirt, and the Point 
of his Elbow, notwithſtanding they made no Res 
ſiſtance, nor gave them any Provocation for ſuch 
Treatment, | 
He was clear to the Idenity of Lanes-Perſon, 
it being then quite Light, that the man on his right 
fide clapped his hand on his Breeches to ſeel for his 
Watch, but having neitherſtring nor Chain hecould 
not find it; upon this, Lane made another ſtroke at 
kim, and cut him acrols the wrilt, by which wound 
he has loſt the uſe of his Hand for ever, Being furs - 
prized at ſuch barbarous treatment he in a ſtern 
manner aſked them the reaſon of it, ſaying he would 
give them his Money if they would behave decent 
but the man onhis right ſide called out G-d B--ft ham 
cut away, cut his pocket out Lane then made another 
puſh: 
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puſh at his Groin, but his hand being in his pocket, 
with the intentiontogiveth:+m hismoney, he recetv'd 
this Stroke upon his fingers and prevented the de- 
ſtined Injury. 

By ſeveral Appearances on his Coat, it likewife 
pe sred that the man on his right fide had cat at 
him but without any material Injury. After he 
had received che third Wouud he took his mone 
out of his pocket, but not being able to hold it 
throngh the loſs of Blood, he dropped ſome in the 
Coach, which Lane picked up. On ſearching his 
Pocket afterwards he found a quautity of money 
in the Blood in his pocket. He applied to a Sur- 

eon as ſoon as poſſible but in the interim he ſup- 
poſed he had loſt three Quarts of Blood. In the 
Courſe of his evidence he was certain to the perſons 
of both the Priſoners. 

This Account was ſupported by the evedence of 
Mr Robinſon, who was likwiſe in the Coach, and 
the Coachman's Wife: but upon the attack of the 
Rufhans-Jhe fainted away, which ſo confuſed him 
that he did not take particular Notice of the pri- 
| foners, but believed them to be the men. 

Though they got olf with impunity at that Time 
the hand of juſtice ſeemed not o have parted with 
them, for inthe begining of Septemberas Mr Payne 
to whom they were well known was in a Shop on 
Ludgate Hill, he obſerved them attemping t pick 
a Gentlemans pocket, but ion ſceinghim they quit- 
ed their enterprze, and went to Birtolomew-fair, 
where he ſecured them on Sufpicion which was the 
Means of leading to the Diſcovery. 
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